UNCERTAIN TIMES

These are uncertain times. There is a lot of fear about the future. The current
administration doesn’t seem much more capable of stopping our armed in-
volvement in the Middle-East than the last one; North Korea is playing very
dangerous games for political gain; the economy is in the dumper; jobs are
scarce; real estate is tenuous; swine flu has reached pandemic proportions
(though the government did eradicate swine flu by renaming it N1H1); and we
couldn’t pull together enough willing people to have a potluck supper for one
of our seminary students who came to do a service for us. | hope that that last
disaster puts things a little better into perspective.

Two thoughts from the scriptures: from Jesus (Matthew 24:6), “And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed.” And from Ec-
clesiastes (Eccl. 1:9): “What has been is what will be, and what has been done
is what will be done; and there is nothing new under the sun.”

These are uncertain times indeed, but they needn’t be any more frightening
that any other times. We keep finding new ways to make war, and new places
to fight, but our God is constant and with us in all things. Our economy goes
up and down and now new generations must learn how to make do with little,
and how to recycle and save, and our God is constant and with us in all things.
Attendance in worship, participation in church activities, and giving, all drop
off in the summer months, and our God is constant and with us in all things.

Do you sense a recurring theme? We need to strive to do the best we can in all
things, but we go forward in the knowledge that, regardless of our level of in-
put, our God is constant and with us in all things.

Pastor Frank Lay

SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE CONGREGATION
SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2009
9:45 AM
(following the 8:45 AM Service)

The purpose of this meeting will be:

e Approval and funding of a projection system.

e Approval and funding of office machines.

More information about both projects is on page 4 of this newsletter. Please
plan to attend this meeting!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

The June Congregational Council highlights were:

o discussion of placing projection equipment in the
sanctuary and also the possibilities of approving
and funding new office equipment.

o Trinity received recognition for faithfulness and
leadership from Bishop Wollersheim.

o discussed the possibilities of having a pictorial
directory done in September.

More information about projection and office equip-

ment is included on Page 4 of this newsletter.

FINANCIAL REPORT
May 2009
Total Monthly Income  $ 18,774.61
Total Monthly Expense 18,812.55
Year-to-date Income 97,607.90
Year-to date Expense 97,081.81
Surplus (Deficit) $  526.09

Trinity offers electronic giving for members who
wish to have their contribution debited automatically
from a checking or savings account. Authorization
forms are available in the church office.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE REPORT

May 2009

Total Average
Saturday 123 25
Sunday 8:45 562 112
Sunday 10:45 138 35
Monthly Total 823 165

2008 average per week: 148
2009 average per week: 152

THANK YOU

On Saturday, June 20, the Outreach Committee
hosted an ice cream social at Pinecrest for the resi-
dents. Forty people attended. Thank you to all who
helped and participated, especially Warren & Carol
Reckmeyer for providing the entertainment.

RNNRRNRNNRRNRNNRRNNNRNRNNERENEET

LOMC SWING CHOIR CONCERT

ﬂ On July 31%, Trinity will be hosting the LOMC
J3 swing choir. We will be having a potluck style
9 meal at 5:30PM with hamburgers, hot dogs, brats
JJ and drink provided. Please plan on signing up to
g bring a salad or desert. Following the meal at

4J 7:00PM, the LOMC swing choir will be provid-
J3 ing a concert in the sanctuary. Please plan on

) attending both the potluck and concert as we sup-
J3 port this youth ministry. If you have any ques-
9 tions call the church office or Bill Horst @ 815-
Jd 734-6354.
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SYMPATHY

Sympathy is extended to the family of Elvira Cod-

dington. Elvira passed away June 4, 2009, at Rock-
ford Memorial Hospital. Her funeral was held June
10 at Finch Funeral Home.

N WEDDING
CONGRATULATIONS!
Jodee (Colliflower) and Kurtis Danekas were married
June 5, 2009, at the White Pines Wedding Canyon.
Congratulations, Jodee and Kurt!

PASTOR STEVE UPDATE

Pastor Erickson continues to gain strength week by
week. It is hoped that cardiac rehabilitation will be-
gin at the end of June. Many thanks for the meals
provided by members of the TWELCA Circles—you
have provided plenty of protein toward Pastor’s re-
covery! Thanks also for the many cards and greetings
which have expressed the prayer support of so many.
Please continue to pray for the Erickson’s and for the
ministries of Trinity. Thanks to the Congregation
Council for its decision to include medical leave time
during this period of recovery.




YOUTH CORNER

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 6-10th 2009, 9-11:30 AM
Disciples United Methodist Church

This program is open to children ages 3 years old through those enter-
ing 6" grade.

This yeardés theme i s Gos pAPrayérBag h
fari We will be exploring The Lordbo
cludes daily crafts, Bible stories, snacks, and recreation; as well as, an
opening and closing assembly with music and a skit.

Vacation Bible School is funded by the three participating churches; host church Disciples United
Methodist, Mt. Morris Church of the Brethren, and Trinity Lutheran. There is no charge to the children
that attend VBS. If you would like to sponsor a child, complete a Helping Hand form (available at
church) and include with your donation. The cost of Vacation Bible School is approximately $10 per
child for the 5-day program, but we will accept donations in any amount. Every little bit helps! Checks
may be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church. The completed Helping Hand forms will be on display at
each church. (Contribution amounts will not be displayed.)

Registration forms are available at each of the three churches, or children may register the first day of
Vacation Bible School.

We can still use volunteer leaders and helpers. To volunteer, contact Bill Horst:
(734-6524, trinitymm.youthdirector@verizon.net)

TEENSERVE UPDATE SUNDAY SCHOOL
On July 12, five Trinity members will be setting Sunday School is off for the summer and will
out for Eddyville, Iowa to give a week of their sum- | | return on Rally Day, September 13™. Tam al-
mer painting for needy residents. The week will be | |ways looking for teachers, substitute teachers,
filled with painting, Bible study, music and an up- and helpers for the 2009-2010 school year.
lifting message. Three youth (Jared Horst, Danielle Think about it, pray about it, and let me know
Horst, and Bryanna Horn) and two adults (Traci if you would like to help.
Mueller and Bill Horst) will participate this summer. Bill Horst
The mile marker fundraiser has exceeded our goal Youth/Education Director

of $1350 and we want to thank all of those who

gave for this ministry. If you are into “e-mail”,

. . . YOUTH GROUP
TeenServe gives you the opportunity to e-mail our TRIP TO SIX FLAGS
group during the work camp. Simply send your e- >/ GREAT AMERICA
mail to oskaloosaworkcamp(@teenserve.org and it XA Wednesday, July 22

will be posted on the e-mail board for our group to
see. We will not be able to send a return e-mail, but
a word of encouragement would be great. We also
ask that you pray for us during the week of July 12-
18. We plan on sharing our TeenServe stories with

At the June Youth Group meeting, the youth
group planned a trip to Six Flags for July 22.
More information will be mailed to youth and
h th included in bulletin announcements, or call the
you on July 197 or July 26" church office (734-6354).
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PROJECTION, PRINTING AND PURPOSE

Projection has been around for years. We have had it
in our homes showing old family slides. We have seen
it at school where they show clear sheets with graphs
and designs for large class sizes. And, we are now see-
ing it in our churches.

For many years when attending church services you
were handed a printed bulletin. Here at Trinity we
continue this process. But if you have ever attended a
church elsewhere you may have seen a large screen
with the words from the bulletin being projected.
Thus, the 8 page bulletin that you were used to seeing
is now a 1 page flyer. What has happened is that you
have seen a church that took the initiative to “go
green” by projecting most of their service.

A few years ago we (the congregation) approved mov-
ing forward with a Praise Service. This is a more con-
temporary style of worship which is now used in so
many churches to attract, in many ways, younger indi-
viduals. These people are today's “surfers”, “texters”,
“twitters” and probably utilize the computer environ-
ment a lot more than their parents or grandparents.
When we set up this service we did so with this style
of worship in mind. Under the direction of Vern Welp
a large pvc-created screen was built and pullies hung
to provide a large screen for the worshippers.

If any of you have attended weddings, funerals or spe-
cial occasions at other churches you may have seen a
lot of videography which is being projected for those
attending. This is where pictures and music are put
together and projected showing the couple or individ-
ual during different phases in their life. This type of
feature is becoming more and more important in plan-
ning for this type of special occasion. If churches al-
low for this, it brings the people back to the church
instead of some other venue to have their event.

The projection has to work with the church setting. It
must be attractive and useful. We hope that we can
compliment the service and to still enjoy the beautiful
stained glass windows that appear above our altar.

So, to now get to the point of this article—I have enti-
tled it Projection, Printing and Purpose. Projection, to
provide worship in a new way. Printing, to upgrade
our current office equipment and Purpose, to move the
church into the future.

On July 12 we will be holding a special congrega-
tional meeting to discuss Projection and Office Equip-
ment. We have received pricing for the projection
equipment that can be ordered and installed by Rally
Day, if approved. The cost of this equipment includes
2-60 x 80 screens positioned where the banners are
located on the front of the church. It includes 2-
projectors which will be positioned out of sight behind
the first beam in the front of the church. It includes the
wiring that will now take the projection equipment
from the middle aisle walkway and will place it in the
balcony area with an additional hookup if needed to-
ward the back of the sanctuary. Total pricing for this
project is estimated at $10,553.

We have received pricing to upgrade our current copy
machine and printer in the secretary's office and this
equipment will come in at $8240. Our current copy
machine has had 260,000+ copies made on it and the
current printer comes in at over 1 million copies. It is
very important that we look to upgrade these two
pieces of equipment so that we are not left in the cold
when they break down. The maintenance fee to repair
our current copy machine would be $80/hr.

Technology Committee, which is a newly formed
group (2 years old), will come to you on July 12 with
a presentation and will entertain all the many ques-
tions that you have concerning these two projects We
will then ask for permission to utilize a current fund to
assist placing this equipment into the church. We have
received an anonymous donation for the projection
equipment, which the donor will pay off in a 4-year
time period. But in order to move forward we will
need to fund this elsewhere until such time as the do-
nor fills their obligation. We look to you the congrega-
tion to help us move forward by approving the fund-
ing.

Trinity is a strong church and has always allowed for
new ideas. We look to the church now and to God to
assist us now in upgrading and moving ahead with
these projects. If you have any questions concerning
this please contact Diane Palmer in person, on phone
at 815-732-6958 or email at fishingbp@verizon.net.
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WOMENOGS MEETI NGS |

Trinity Women of the ELCA—the Bible study for
July is Mary (the mother of Jesus): A Woman for All
Seasons, by The Rev. Christa Von Zychin.

NAOMI GROUP: Monday, July 27, 7:00 PM
(Chapel). Program: Carrie Lay, Hostess: Marilyn
George.

DORCAS GROUP: Tuesday, July 28, 9:00 AM
(Chapel). Program: Bonnie Johnson; Hostess: Jan
Davidson.
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CROCHET COTTON NEEDED

Lutheran World Relief no longer wants blankets to
be tied with yarn. The ladies group that puts to-
gether the blankets is looking for donations of cro-
chet cotton—any color—to tie blankets. You can
leave donations in the church office, or give to Car-
rie Lay or Wilda Lundin.

July workdays are July 15 & 29 at 9:00 AM.

JULY GOSPEL READINGS

July 5: Mark 6:1-13

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encoun-
ter resistance as they seek to proclaim God's word
and relieve affliction.

July 12: Mark 6:14-29

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention,
Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyr-
dom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also
suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of
salvation.

July 19: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

When Jesus sent his disciples out to teach and heal,
they ministered among large numbers of people.
Their work was motivated by Christ’s desire to be
among those in need.

July 26: John 6:1-21

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called
“signs,” because they reveal the true character of
God. As such, they remain within the mystery of
God and cannot be brought under human control.

J U N EOAVES & FISH FOOD PANTRY

The Loaves & Fish Pantry served 83 families, 257
individuals, in May. Five of the families visited the
pantry for the first time.

Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers, espe-
cially to those who collected donations outside of M
& M grocery story for Hunger Helpers weekend
June 19-20. Over $700 was collected.

There will be a volunteer training on Wednesday,
July 15 at 12:00 noon at Church of the Brethren.
Lunch will be served. All volunteers—those cur-
rently serving as well as anyone who would like to
volunteer—are asked to attend. (Those who only
work on the first Tuesday unloading food do not
need to come.) Please call Marge Powers (734-
6553) if you plan to attend.

Volunteers are always needed on the first Tuesday
of every month at 10:30 AM (July 7th this month) to
help unload a truck and restock shelves. If you
would like to volunteer at the pantry, please call
Marge Powers at 734-6553.

THANK YOU

Dear Lutheran Church,

Thank you for recognizing me as an 8th grade
graduate. Also, thank you for the Subway gift card. I
love Subway, so it will come in handy.

Sincerely, Connor Corbitt

Dear Trinity & Education Committee,
Thank you for the Subway gift card for my gradua-
tion.

Quincy Steffa

Education Committee,
Thank you for the Subway gift card, graduate book,
keepsake box and for thinking of me on my gradua-
tion day.

Jared Horst

Education Committee,
Thank you for the Subway Card for my 8th grade
promotion.

Danielle Horst




Dear Members and Friends,

Imagine what it would be like to know all of our members & their families ,
easily. Wouldn’t you like a published keepsake of our church that will pre-
serve our story, celebrate our members, and remind us of significant times
and activities? That is why we are introducing a new pictorial directory.

Because this is such an important undertaking, we have selected Olan Mills to do the photography and to pub-
lish the pictorial directory. With their “VIP” system you will be photographed and view your poses during the
same appointment.

Of course, our Church Directory won’t be complete without you. You are a very important part of the family.
We care about you. So, whether you attend every week, or only occasionally, we want you to be included in
our new directory. It is extremely important that we have 100% participation.

Every family unit who participates and views their proofs, will receive a complimentary 8 X 10 color portrait
and a new directory. If you have additional portrait needs, you will be able to choose from various portrait
packages at special savings.

We will have portrait appointment registration after worship services for several weeks, so be sure to select a
day and time which is convenient for you. Our directory will not be complete without you. The dates for pho-
tography are:

July 9 and Sept. 1%, 2", 3"
3pm- 9:30pm each day
You can sign up for your directory portrait on Saturdays and Sundays following worship, or call the church

office during the week. If you have questions about this, please call Ron Bjorklund (734-6187) or the church
office.

Grace and Peace,
Ron Bjorklund
Council President

ROCK HOUSE KIDS T ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS
http://rockhousekids.org/

Motto: We believe that if you can help a child today, then we don't have to repair an adult tomorrow.

Ed Handschuh and Darline Beard visited Dola Gregory!! — She has been doing this for 10 years and runs the
organization. We are hoping she can come speak at church during both services in the near future. What a
neat opportunity.

They serve up to 150 kids each week from 4-18 years old, possibly homeless.

Taken from their website: We take educational field trips, we have purity classes, we teach manners, we instill
preventive gang involvement, we serve hot meals, we distribute single-serving non-perishable food bags to
each child, we help provide school supplies and backpacks, we tutor, and we share God's love.

They are in need of backpacks. We will have a box for backpack donations located in the North Coat Room of
the Main Entrance. We also want to donate used bikes, some of these kids have never owned a bike in their
LIFE! If you have any to get rid of please contact Bill Horst or Darline Beard any time.
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TRINITY’S SERVANTS FOR JULY 2009

Ushers

Ron & Doris Kuntzelman, Rob &
Karen Urish, Hollie Guist

Altar Guild
Heather Cox, Amanda Cowen,
Lillian Long

Acolytes
5 Jacob Cox, Kelsey Handschuh

12 Ian Keene, Connor Corbitt
19 Haley and Hannah Repass
26 Nelson and Nolan Baker

Communion Assistants

5 Marilyn George

12 Steve Pearson, Ron Bjorklund,
Lois Steffen

19 Wilda Lundin, Craig Suttman,
Carrie Lay

26 David & Cindy Link, Bob
LeFevre

Song Leaders & Cantors
5 Steve Pearson
12 Linda Borneman
19 Lily Welp
26 Ron Larson

Greeters
5 Dennis & Shirley Hoffmeister
12 Casper & Leanne Manheim
19 Al & Teri Ulferts
26 Kevin Nelson

Video Tape Service
Peter Suttman

Sound System
Doug Raney and Peter Suttman

Coffee Hour Hosts
5 Rob & Karen Urish, Julia
Aiken
12
19
26 Marilyn George

Worship Tape Delivery Lector Schedule
5 Dorothy Knodel
12 Marilyn George July 5 Lisa Suttman
19 Carol Reckmeyer Ezekiel 2:1-5
26 Ron Bjorklund Psalm 123
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Pinecrest Video Ministry Mark 6:1-13
6 *Darline Beard, Irene
LeFevre July 12 Lily Welp
13 *Carol Rekcmeyer, Mary Amos 7:7-15
Ellen Bearman Psalm 85:8-13
20 *Marilyn George, Lois Steffen | Ephesians 1:3—-14
27 *Chuck Diehl, Don Horst Mark 6:14-29
Blood Pressure Checkers July 19 Susan Davis
(July 26) Jeremiah 23:1-6
David & Cindy Link Psalm 23

Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

| NVI TE e.
Sunday, September 27, A0B&ite a Neighbor!
Sunday, November 29, ZD0%ite a Relative!
Sunday, February 28, 20tvite a Friend!

Sunday, May 16, 201hvite Someone!

The Invitation and Hospitality Committee is hosting:=four

Invitation Sundays during the next program ye
EVERYONE is encouraged to invite people
to join the Trinity family.

Watch for more information about the Septembet

olnvite a Neighboro

July 26 Arlene Sangmeister
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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

w 308 East Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, Illinois 61054 w
N ]’ Office: (815) 734-6354; Fax (815) 734-6339 N\ 7
E-mail: trinitymm@verizon.net web-site: www.trinitymm.net

)July July 2009 )July

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SATURDAY evening worship at 5:30 PM

SUNDAY: 8:45 AM Traditional Worship
Fellowship Time between Worship Services
10:45 AM Praise Worship

JULY DATES TO NOTE
July 9, 3-9:30 PM Pictorial Directory
Photos (see page 6). Additional pho-
tography dates are September 1-3.
July 6-100 Vacation Bible School
July 12 at 9:45 AMd Special Meeting
of the congregation (see page 4)
July 31 at 7:00 PMd LOMC Swing
Choir Concert at Trinity




