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THANKSLIVING  

 

No, thatõs not a misprint in the title. It relates our thanksgiving towards God for all of Godõs abundance in our 

lives to the way we live each day. We enter the month of November and our thoughts naturally move toward the 

national holiday at monthõs end. 

 

As a child, I always looked forward to this time of the year. The leaves changed color and fell to the ground. The 

neighborhood kids would rake them into huge piles in a number of yards. We would then jump from stepladders 

into those glorious pilesñat least until our parents caught us. 

 

Eventually, when we were òjumped outó, we would help rake them to the ends of our driveways and burn them. 

The story-telling around those fires was wonderful as all generations gathered. We even were allowed to stay out 

later at night until the last remnants were extinguished. 

 

But the end of November brought ever-cooler temperatures and more time spent indoors. This was a time of 

family gatherings, game-playing, and special meals. I liked it because my Dad was home a bit more, especially over 

Thanksgiving weekend. At church, we had worship services and youth group gatherings focused on thankfulness. 

It was always a time to reflect on all of the ways God had blessed our lives, our families, our neighborhoods and 

our community. But there was always a reminderñThanksgiving does not occur one day a year but every day for 

Christians. We can make a conscious choice to live thankfully towards God and our neighbor at all times. 

 

Pastor Steve 

COMMUNITY  

THANKSGIVING 

EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

at Trinity  
 

Wednesday, November 25 

7:00 PM 

 

Participating Churches: Church of the Brethren, Dis-

ciples United Methodist and Trinity 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 

MONDAY  

NOVEMBER 16 

4:30-7:00 PM 

Trinity Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

 

Adults $6.00,  

children 4-10 $4.00 (under 4 free) 

 

Beneficiary is Loaves & Fish Food Pantry 
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 COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

The October Congregational Council Meeting was 

highlighted by a discussion on the 2010 

budget. Council also reviewed the steps for nominat-

ing upcoming Council members. There are five indi-

viduals who will be leaving Council at the end of the 

year. A discussion was also had as to updating the 

current mission statement of the church.  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE REPORT  

September 2009 

 

                   Total  Average 

Saturday      89         22     

Sunday 8:45      402       101             

Sunday 10:45      131               44          

Monthly Total        622              156        

2008 average per week: 148 

2009 average per week: 147 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

September 2009 

 

 Total Monthly Income $   16,704.92 

 Total Monthly Expense      17,863.82 

 Year-to-date Income     169,351.41 

 Year-to date Expense     169,537.10 

 Surplus (Deficit)                $     (185.69) 

 

Trinity offers electronic giving for members who 

wish to have their contribution debited automatically 

from a checking or savings account. Authorization 

forms are available in the church office.  

 

TECHNOLOGY FUND REPORT  

September 2009 

Purchased: 

 Savin Digital Copier  $     4,495.00 

 Riso Digital Duplicator  3,470.00 

 Dual Projection System       11,917.12 

Total Equipment Cost   $    19,882.12 

 

Donations Received   $      1,745.00 

  

Technology Fund Deficit  $    18,137.12 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS  

 

Molly (Ulferts) and David Battaglini were married at 

Trinity on October 10, 2009. 

 

Breanna (Norup) and David Hoffman were married 

at Trinity on October 17, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 1: John 11:32ï44 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the 

world a vision of the life to come, when death and 

weeping will be no more. 

 

November 8: Mark 12:38ï44 

After engaging in a series of public arguments with 

religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the 

proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the 

sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow. 

 

November 15: Mark 13:1ï8 

In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples 

concerning trials that were to come upon them and 

upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be 

alarmed. 

 

November 22: John 18:33ï37 

In Johnôs gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate pre-

sents two different ways of exercising power: through 

force or with love. 

 

November 29: (Advent 1) Luke 21:25ï36 

God will fulfill God's purposes and, already, hidden 

signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day 

there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and ter-

ror, but God's people shall be given strength to stand 

boldly and receive God's promised redemption. 

SYMPATHY  

 

Sympathy is extended to Georgia and Steve Pearson 

and family. Georgiaôs mother, Georganna Holbrook, 

passed away October 21. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Can you imagine that we are begin-
ning our Christmas Program practice 
already?  Where has the Fall gone?  
We do have our program and the title 
is òThe Christmas Bells-Whatõs so 
great about Christmas?ó  Our Sunday 
School kids will begin working on 
their parts starting the first Sunday 
in November.  Christmas program will 
be Sunday, December 13th, so mark 
your calendars and enjoy the laughter 
of the òBell Familyó. 

TeenServe 

 
Could you give up a week of your summer vaca-

tion next year to help a resident of the New Lon-

don, Wisconsin area?  Do you need service 

hours for school?  Do you want to make a differ-

ence in someoneôs life, maybe even your own?  

TeenServe 2010 can do all of this and more!  

Join us for an informational meeting November 

8th in between morning worship services at 

10:00am.  All youth 7th grade through high 

school are invited to come and learn more about 

TeenServe. Parents are encouraged to attend. 

YOUTH GROUP 

7th GRADEñHIGH SCHOOL  

 

Our October meeting was at the Horst 

home Sunday, October 18th.  We had 3 

youth in attendance.  Our next Youth 

meeting is November 15th and will be 

held at the church.  We will have a Bag 

Toss tournament, prizes for the win-

ners, food and drink, and we will make 

plans for our Lock -In during the Christ-

mas break.  Please plan on joining our 

Youth Group next month, and start 

practicing your Bag Toss.  

TRINITY TWEENS  

(Grades 4-6) 

Do you have a son or daughter in the exciting 

years of Pre-Teenager.  If you do we are start-

ing a new group of Youth, grades 4th, 5th, 

and 6th.   Our first outing will be on the after-

noon of Sunday, November 22nd.  As of this 

writing, plans have not been finalized but look 

for information on this new Youth group in 

the coming weeks. 
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SATURDAY MORNING  

BREAKFAST CLUB  

November 14ñ8:00 AM  

 

All men and women are welcome 

to join us for breakfast. We meet in the fellowship 

hall at church. For the program this month, Caro-

lyn Mielke will talk about Compassion Interna-

tional. 

 

 

WOMENôS MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER 

 

Trinity Women of the ELCAðthe Bible study for 

October is a study on RomansðHope Does Not Dis-

appoint by Rev. Christa Von Zychin. 

 

NAOMI GROUP : Monday, November 23, 7:00 PM 

(Chapel). Program: Salley Wessels,  Hostess: 

Marilyn Pazera. 

 

DORCAS GROUP: Tuesday, November 24, 9:00 

AM  (Chapel). Program: Bonnie Johnson; Hostess: 

Gladys Osborne. 

DONATIONS NEEDED:  

MITTENS, HATS, SCARVES 

& SOCKS 

 

Cold weather has arrived in the 

Bear Paw mountains of Mon-

tana. The Rocky Boy Indian Reser-

vation is in this area. Cold weather means cold 

hands, feet and ears for many of the Native 

American children. You can help warm up 

those hands, feet and ears by contribut-

ing mittens, hats, scarves and socks 

on (or before) November 15. There 

will be a box in the Narthex and Bell Tower en-

trances for your contributions. These will be sent to 

the reservation to be given to those in need. 

 

Thank you for your caring contributions. 

   Trinity Lutheran Church Women 

NEWCOMERS CLASS 

 

Pastor Erickson will lead this series of classes on 

Sundays at 10:00 AM in the library/chapel begin-

ning November 1. a video series entitled ñWhat 

Does it Mean to Be a Christian?ò will be used as a 

basis for the classes. Those considering becoming a 

member of Trinity are invited to attendðthere is no 

obligation to join. This is a good refresher course for 

those who are already members. Each session builds 

on the last but may be viewed independently of the 

others. There are six sessions in the course.  

NATIONAL DONOR SABBATH  

 

This will be observed on November 13-15. Materials 

will be available to explain how to become an organ 

donor. Currently, there are more than 103,000 men, 

women and children who are waiting for organ 

transplants and 4,700 in Illinois alone.  

WOMENôS THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST 

 

Our Thanksgiving breakfast will be November 21, 

2009, at the Dogwood Inn. It is located at the inter-

section of Highways 64 and 26. Invite a friend or 

several friends! Call the office (815-734-6354) or 

Wilda Lundin (815-734-4815) to register, by No-

vember 18, so reservations can be made.  We will 

order from the menu and everyone is responsible for 

their meal. There will be 20% tip included on each 

bill.  

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

 

This study meets each week in the Library/Chapel. 

Each week the group meets from 10:00 to 11:00 AM 

to examine some aspect of the Scriptures (bring your 

favorite version). We have just begun to explore the 

lectionary lessons (those assigned for each week) to 

see what they say for our lives in these tumultuous 

times. Look for a list of the lessons in the monthly 

newsletter and come prepared to explore together.  
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CROP WALK REPORT  

 

The Ogle County West CROP Walk was held on 

Sunday, October 11, on a cool but rainless after-

noon. The preliminary statistics indicate that there 

were 125 walkers from 16 churches and organiza-

tions. A total of $9,563 was raised with some funds 

still to be turned in. This could not have been done 

without your support! The funds will help alleviate 

hunger, provide clean drinking water, teach agricul-

tural methods and remove land mines, among many 

other projects.  Twenty-five percent of the funds will 

remain right here in Ogle County to help our food 

pantries. THANK YOU! 

INVITE A RELATIVE  

Sunday, November 29, 2009 

 

Invitation and Hospitality Committee is sponsoring 

ñInvite a Relativeò Sunday on November 29. Every-

one is encouraged to invite a family member to join 

them for worship that day. (Remember, even if your 

immediate family is not in the area, we are all broth-

ers and sisters in Christ, so EVERYONE is a part of 

your family.) There will be a special coffee hour 

served in the front of the sanctuary between services 

for everyone.  

 

Coming Event:  

WHITE CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  

December 13, 2009 

 

Invitation and Hospitality Committee 

will be serving brunch after the Childrenôs Christ-

mas program on December 13 (one service at 8:45 

AM).  Menu will include: scrambled eggs, bacon, 

sausage, French toast sticks, coffee cakes & rolls, 

fruit, juice, milk and coffee. Everyone is encouraged 

to bring a donation of paper products (toilet tissue, 

Kleenex, paper towels, napkins) for the Loaves and 

Fish Food pantry on or before the December 13 

brunch. (A free-will offering will also be collected to 

cover brunch expenses with the excess going to the 

Loaves & Fish Pantry.) Letôs make it a White 

Christmas for the pantry!  

YOUTH ENCOUTER WATERMARK  

DENMARK IN MT. MORRIS  

December 1-8 

 

December 1st-8th Youth Encounter's Watermark 

Denmark team will be in town!!!!! Volunteers are 

needed to provide or host meals for the team 

throughout their stay. This is a great opportunity to 

meet people from different backgrounds and learn  

about the team's experience so far on the road.  If 

you would like to help please call or email Melissa 

Nicholson at : 

 815-440-0279 or melissa8305@gmail.com  

Thank you in advance for your willingness to serve 

in this way! 

 

*Would you like to house a team member or two for 

the week??  Let Melissa know! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LOIS STEFFEN!  

 

The 10th Annual Horseshoe Ball for Pegasus Special 

Riders was held recently at the Rochelle Country 

Club. Lois Steffen received special recognition for 

her many years of volunteer service at Pegasus. Lois 

says that it is a joy to see how riders improve when 

they have the opportunity to ride. Thank you, Lois, 

for your years of service.  


