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TOLERANCE

In recent weeks, we had scripture readings which focus on tolerance. The disciples were arguing amgng the

selves about who was the greatest (MarH88)33esus sets a child in their midst, one of the least in that §
and says, OWhoever welcomes one such child in

ociety,
my

In the very next passage (Mark-@B8the disciples report to Jesus that they saw someone casting out glemon:

his name and they tried to stop him. What was
meant, of course, that the outsider was not d
astounds them: o6Do not stop himé Whoever i s n
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Tolerance has been a buzz word in our society in recent years. It has come to mean that we accept others n

ter what their behaviors without comment . Eve
anyone el se. o
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Christian tolerance is quite a different thing. It means that we accept others as created and loved by God bu

necessarily their actions which may be oppose
even those outside our ogroupo6, but to call t
of Godoés forgiveness and abs ol uftinadertoconfesstour sirgul-
ness, including intolerance, and to receive @
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The pastors of the Central Conference of the Northern Illinois Synod met recently (September 23) with Bishc
Gary Wollersheim and some of his staff. The purpose of the meeting was to explore how the decisions of the

ELCA ChurchWide Assembly in Minneapolis (in August) affect our Synod and our congregations. The
to allow ordination of persons in committed ss@xerelationships has been extremely controversial and g
| was opposed to this course of action and signed a statement to that effect. This statement and two @
submitted to the NIS Synod Assembly in June.
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Bishop Wollersheim expressed concern that in the midst of this decision (and others), we remember that we
the body of Christ. Whether or not we agree with the decisions, we are called to act as the Church with love

ward those with whom we may disagree. Bishop Wollersheim and members of his staff will meet with

lay pet

and clergy from our Conference on Saturday, October 17, from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. This gathering will take pl:

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Dixon. Please contact me if you have questions or concerns.
In Christian Tolerance,
Pastor Steve




COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

The September Congregational Council Meeting
highlighted by a brief discussion on Pastor's sabhb
cal. He reviewed how he spent the time.

Council also discussed the situations that arose Wittsunday 10:45

the blacktopping of the east parking lot. The stripi
will be taken care of shortly.

August 2009
vas
ati- Total  Average
Saturday 108 22
Sunday 8:45 421 84
148 30
NYMonthly Total 677 135

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE REPORT

2008 average per week: 148
2009 average per week: 146

The Council spent time discussing the first phase
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the 2010 budget. Further review will take place ir
October.

FINANCIAL REPORT

BAPTISM

On September 19, we welcomed, through the Sa:
ment of Holy Baptism, Briggs Eugene Barton, sor|
Becky and Buster Barton. His sponsors are Meag
and Chris Holhaus and Mike and Angie McHale.
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August 2009
Total Monthly Income $ 24,049.74
Total Monthly Expense 16,951.46
Yearto-date Income 152,646.49
Yearto date Expense 151,673.28
Surplus (Deficit) $ 973.21

Trinity offers electronic giving for members who
wish to have their contribution debited automatically
from a checking or savings account. Authorization
forms are available in the church office.

TECHNOLOGY FUND REPORT
August 2009
Purchased:

Savin Digital Copier $ 4,495.00

Riso Digital Duplicator 3,470.00

Dual Projection System 11,083.00

Total Equipment Cost $ 19,048.00

Donations Received $ 1,145.00

Technology Fund Deficit $ 17,903.00
SYMPATHY

WORLD RELIGIONS CLASS
Thursdays, October 1% November 12

Instructor: Jerrol Leitner, M.A. Theology;
M. A. English ( Vielaw) We l

In this series of presentations, each religion will be
discussed as a valid way to explore spirituality and
the search for the divine. The presentations stress
what is best in each religion, focusing on beliefs and
practices that have shaped the world and that can
deepen each individual
presentations are meant to be informative and practi-
cal.

A

The fall sessions would discuss Judaism and Islam.
Classes would be held on Thursday evenings from
6:30-8:00 (or 7:0@ 8:30) in the chapel/library. Cos
is $10 per session. There is a signsheet at church,
or call or email the church office to register. More
information is also available on the sigp sheet.
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Sympathy is extended to:
1 The family of Ruth Park. She passed away Sep
tember 6 at Pinecrest Manor. A memorial servi
was held at Trinity on September 11.

The family of Jane Hiteman. She passed awa
September 14 at Pinecrest Terrace. A memor
service was held for her on September 17.
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OGLE COUNTY
CROP WALK
OCTOBER 11, 2009
Stepoff from Trinity
at 2:00 PM
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YOUTH CORNER

YOUTH GROUP

[N
[N
: SUNDAY SCHOOL
[N
Our Youth Group met on Saturday, S¢ S
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& The Fall session of Sunday School is off amd
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tember 19th for a hayride and bonfirg. & running. Our Sunday School consists of Bk
17 Youth and 7 adults attended. While & Ple-Pasedlessons, crafts, puppet ministry, &

the weather was perfect, we still had

- and more during Sunday mornings, 9i45 D
m 10:45AM. We invite all children ages 3yrsm

room for more youth. If you know of g High School to be a part of this growing mla-

any youth (ages™7gradei High
School) who may be interested, please
let me know (Bill @ 815440-4470 call g

or text). Qur regular meetlng date will & onds ath )
be the third Sunday night, 5:0000PM, t  5thd 6th 13
at the Bill and Connie Horst home. % 7th 3
S
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E istry. See you on Sunday!

E Attendance stats:
Class 9/20
PreK, K-1 7

' 3% H.S.
Next meeting will be October 18! 8tho H.S >

V Total 37
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RALLY DAY WRAP
UP

What an awesome day!!!

From the worship, to the

balloon launch, to all the

food and games what

better way to start off the

Fall here at Trinity. Thank

you to everyone who

made this day a huge suc-

cess. Special thanks to the

Food crew headed by Barb

Diehl, to Rhubarb the

clown (Norm Nelson) and associate (Christopher Sible), to the Church Council members and
Sunday School staff for their help with the Worship service, games and food. We were blesse
with a beautiful day and served 100 children and adults. Again thank you all!
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